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Amendments To The Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A container package assembly comprising: 

a first support member and a second support member, each of the first support 
member and second support member having a front side, a back side, a right side and a left side, 
the first support member and the second support member being airanged along a common plane 
wherein one of the sides of the first support member is immediately adjacent to one of the sides 

of the second support member, 

the first support member further comprises at least one wall, the at least 
one wall having a wall length and a wall height, the at least one wall being substantially 
perpendicular to a support surface of the first support member, the at least one wall defining at 
least a portion of at least one of the front side, back side, right side and left side of the first 
support member, 

the second support member further comprises at least one wall, the at least 
one wall having a wall length and a wall height, the at least one wall being substantially 
perpendicular to a support surface of the second support member, the at least one wall defining at 
least a portion of at least one of the front side, back side, right side and left side of the second 
support membe r, the support surface of the first support member and the sup port surface of the 
second support member defining a total support area; 

a plurality of containers, the plurality of containers positioned on the support 
surface of the first support member and the second support member; 

a top pad, the top pad positioned on top of the containers, the top pad extending 
over at least a portion of each of the containers , the ton pad having a p ad surface oriented 
substantially parallel to the support surface of the first support member, the pad surfa ce having an 
area that is less than the total support area ; and 

afilm;[[,]] 

the support members, the plurality of containers and the top pad comprising an 
assembly, the assembly at least partially encapsulated by the film. 

2. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the wall height of at least a portion of the at least 
one wall of the first support member and second support member tapers from a first height to a 
second height, wherein the second height is less than the first height. 
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3. (Original) The assembly of claim 2 wherein the wall height of the at least a portion of the at 
least one wall of the first support member and the second support member defines a substantially 
arcuate taper from the first height to the second height. 

4. (Original) The assembly of claim 2 wherein the wall height of the at least a portion of the at 
least one wall of the first support member and the second support member defines a substantially 
linear taper from the first height to the second height. 

5. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the right side of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent to the left side of the second support member. 

6. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the right side of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent to the right side of the second support member. 

7. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the front side of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent to the front side of the second support member. 

8. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the front side of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent to the back side of the second support member. 

9. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the back side of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent to the back side of the second support member. 

10. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the right side of the first support member 
comprises a right wall and the left side of the first support member comprises a left wall 

1 1 . (Original) The assembly of claim 10 wherein the wall height of at least a portion of the right 
wall and the left wall tapers from a first height to a second height, wherein the second height is 
less than the first height. 

12. (Original) The assembly of claim 10 wherein the front side of the first support member 
comprises a front wall. 

13. (Original) The assembly of claim 11 wherein the front side of the first support member 
comprises a front wall, the wall height of the front wall being less than about the first height. 

14. (Original) The assembly of claim 13 wherein the wall height of the front wall is less than 
about the second height. 

15. (Original) The assembly of claim 10 wherein the back side of the first support member 
comprises a back wall. 

16. (Original) The assembly of claim 13 wherein the back side of the first support member 
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comprises a back wall, the wall height of the back wall being at least as high as the wall height of 
the front wall. 

17. (Original) The assembly of claim 10 wherein the right side of the second support member 
comprises a right wall and the left side of the second support member comprises a left wall. 

18. (Original) The assembly of claim 17 wherein the wall height of at least a portion of the right 
wall and the left wall of the second support member tapers from a first height to a second height, 
wherein the second height is less than the first height. 

19. (Original) The assembly of claim 17 wherein the front side of the second support member 
comprises a front wall. 

20. (Original) The assembly of claim 18 wherein the front side of the second support member 
comprises a front wall, the wall height of the front wall being less than about the first height. 

21 . (Original) The assembly of claim 20 wherein the wall height of the front wall of the second 
support member is less than about the second height. 

22. (Original) The assembly of claim 17 wherein the back side of the second support member 
comprises a back wall. 

23. (Original) The assembly of claim 19 wherein the back side of the second support member 
comprises aback wall, the wall height of the back wall of the second support member being at 
least as high as the wall height of the front wall of the second support member. 

24. (Currently amended) A container package assembly comprising: 

a first support member and a second support member, eac h of the first support 

member and second support member having a front side, a back si de, a right side and a left side, 
the first support member and the second support member bein g arranged along a common plane 
wherein one of the sides of the first support member is imm ediately adjacent to one of the sides 
of the second support member. 

the first support member further comprises at le ast one wall, the at least 

one wall having a wall length and a wall height, the at least one w all being substantially 
perpendicular to a support surface of the first support member, the at least one wall defining at 
least a portion of at least one of the front side, back side, ri ght side and left side of the first 
support member, 

the second support member further comprises at least one wall, the at least 



PACE 6/15 * RCVD AT 12/20/2005 4:02:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:952 563 3009 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04-54 



12/20/05 16:09 FAX 952 563 3009 !g)0O7 



Action No. 10/668646 Attorney Docket No. dS^SSSSSu 

nn fi wall havin g * wall length and a wall height, the at least one wall be ing substantially 
per pendicular tn * sup port surface of the second s u p port member, the at least one wall defining at 
least a portion of at least one of the front side, b ac k side, right si de and left side of the second 
support member, 

a plurality of containers, the plurality of containe rs positioned on the support 

surface of the first support member and the second support member, 

a top pad, the top pad positioned on top of the co ntainers, the top pad extending 

over at least a portion of each of the containers; and 
a film; 

the support members, the plurality of containers and the t op pad comprising an 

assembly, the assembly at least partially encapsulated bv the film; 

The assembly of claim4r wherein the at least one wall of the first support member is 
immediately adjacent the at least one wall of the second support member, the assembly further 
comprising at least one adhesive, the at least one adhesive adhesively engaging the at least one 
wall of the first support member to the at least one wall of the second support member. 

25. (Original) The assembly of claim 24 wherein the at least one adhesive is a temporary 
adhesive or a permanent adhesive. 

26. (Currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the top pad further comprises: 

a front pad side, a back pad side, a right pad side and a left pad side; and 
at least one pad wall, the at least one pad wall having a pad wall length and a pad 
wall height, the at least one pad wall being substantially perpendicular to the [[a]] pad surface of 
the top pad, the at least one pad wall defining at least a portion of at least one of the front pad 
side, back pad side, right pad side and left pad side of the top pad, the at least one pad wall 
extending to the pad wall height in a direction substantially toward at least one of the at least one 
wall of the first support member and the at least one wall of the second support member. 

27. (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the at least one pad wall defines at least a 
portion of the front pad side and at least a portion of the back pad side. 

28. (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the at least one pad wall defines at least a 
portion of the right pad side and at least a portion of the left pad side. 

29. (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the at least one pad wall defines at least a 
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portion of the front pad side, at least a portion of the back pad side, at least a portion of the right 
pad side and at least a portion of the left pad side. 

30. (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the pad wall height is tapered along at least a 
portion of the pad wall length. 

31 . (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the pad wall height is substantially uniform and 
continuous along the pad wall length. 

32. (Original) The assembly of claim 26 wherein the at least one pad wall comprises at least one 
visible surface, the visible surface having at least one readily visible indicia thereon. 

33. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the film is at least partially constructed from at 
least one polymer material. 

34. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the film is a plastic membrane selected from the 
group consisting of stretch- wrap, shrink-wrap and any combination thereof. 

35. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the film is characterized as being translucent. 

36. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the film is characterized as being transparent. 

37. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the film is characterized as being opaque. 

38. (New) The assembly of claim 1 wherein the pad surface area is at least 75% of the total 
support area. 
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